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C/o Gresford Post Office, 23 Chester Road, Gresford, Wrexham LL12 8NB
Contacts: (01978) 855144: (01978) 853510. Website: www.imagegroup.org.uk.

MEETING NOTES – 9 March 2009
Present: Hugh Sharp, Andrew Bailey, Mrs. F. Massey, Peter Thomas, Vera Rees-Jones, Alan Roberts, Robin Thomas, Lloyd Roberts, Cerri Jarvis, Hilton Roberts, Lesley Murley, Gwyneth Jones & Emlyn Jones.
Apologies: Beryl Blackmore, Denise Nicholls, Mair Evans, Piers Warburton, 

Jenny Dutton, Val Shields & Haydn Jones
Minutes of Last meeting were accepted.
CAT Visit – March 14th. Arrangements for trip were given to members intending to take advantage of this visit.

Tidy Towns Grant Update. 30 Oak tubs have been purchased and investigations are ongoing into obtaining plants and trees for the project and for a watering contract for tubs and hanging baskets. All items must be invoiced to the Community Council before the end of March for the Grant money to be obtained. 
Members were advised that the Community Council intend to pursue the application for similar Grant Funding which will probably centre around the final proposals arising from the Groundwork survey.

It was suggested that a wish list for future projects be drawn up. This will be on a future agenda.

Groundwork Survey update: Members were given a summary of the findings. This document is to be considered in depth at the next Community Council Meeting and a way forward will arise from these considerations.

Gresford Sheaves update: No real developments since last meeting. Concept sketches are required before the matter may be given further serious consideration. The obtaining of such sketches is being investigated. A viewpoint was put forward that this whole project was a waste, we already have a memorial to the miners, Gresford was not really a mining community and that ‘the money’ would be better spent elsewhere. 

Mypag: No change since last meeting.

Energy Monitoring Devices: Two of these devices, which enable the user to assess the energy being consumed by items being left on standby and the like, are to be made available on long term loan to the Group. Once the paperwork and training has been completed these devices will be available for loan to anyone within the community who is interested.

Christmas Decorations 2009: The Community Council has agreed to set aside a sum this year which, when combined with the efforts of IMAGE will enable us to take things forward from the 2008 tree. A larger tree and better lighting will be sourced and the decorations extended. A suggestion was made that members of the public might like to sponsor a decoration in memory of a loved one. This would help with funding.
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Calendars 2009: A note that the surplus calendars did not go to waste. They have been used on projects within the schools.

Calendars 2010:
The following themes were suggested:

· A joint calendar with photos from Gresford, North Wales and Gresford, Australia.

· A ‘then and now’ theme.

· A calendar with seasonal photos from in and around the village.

· A competition to be held for photos for the calendar.
Decision is to be made at next meeting.

CSV Action Earth Grant:
This grant of up to £50 per project is again available. Secretary is to pursue the matter with the idea of planting up a flower bed on the Green, by the Church and the Griffin.

Rail Track Fencing, Springfield Lane:
General dismay was expressed about this fencing. The need under Health & Safety requirements for such fencing was accepted, but it was felt that the local community should have been consulted as to the route of the fence and the type of fencing to be installed. At the very least the fence should be painted green to make it less obtrusive and certain sections need to be re-routed. Councillor Mike Edwards has been involved in expressing these concerns as have the Community Council and it is understood that the NWWT are also concerned. Secretary is to write to Railtrack and also to the Chief Planning Officer.

Garden Produce:
It has been suggested that an exchange scheme be introduced for plants, cuttings, seeds and produce. Members felt that this was an excellent idea if it can be properly administered. A page has been set up on the website (Garden Swop) and anyone interested can send details of anything that they either have surplus or would like to obtain to info@imagegroup.org.uk and details will be posted on the web page. People can then contact each other from there.
Perhaps at a later date this could be extended to include actual garden space as is done in other areas of the country. Many people with large gardens might welcome someone to take over a section and equally many people with little or no garden space might be glad to have somewhere to grow a bit of produce. Tricky to administer and people would have to be careful with references but this is done elsewhere.
On a separate note attention was drawn to articles in the press recently where some communities have taken over all grass verges as spare area of ‘green space’ and are cultivating vegetables, both useful and ornamental. Could this happen in our community?

Planning Matters: 
No new contentious issues were brought to members’ attention. It was noted with disappointment that the Bodwyn Park Application has been approved despite the opposition. 
Concerns were also voiced over proposed access on the proposed development at the former Antique Shop site. Development of this site is welcomed but not ‘at any price’.
Cont.
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AOB: 
Chair is to investigate fencing which has appeared around a lake off Vicarage Lane which could be impeding migratory birds.
Suggestions were made about introducing a 20mph speed limit to entire village in view of lack of suitable footpaths.

Buses: Arriva are to have discussions with Councillor Blackmore about the possibility of a circular route through the village.

Cerri Jarvis gave a short presentation introducing a range of Jute bags. These can be economically produced in small quantities and it was wondered if IMAGE would be interested in marketing some of these bags. The design of our cotton bags could be easily printed onto theses bags as could the IMAGE logo. 
The Village Trust is organising a summer fair (31st August 09) to celebrate it’s 50th birthday. It is hoped that as many village organisations as possible will take part.

Peter Thomas said that a presentation about the Neolithic Village remains discovered near Carthagena Lane could be arranged if members are interested.

Concerns were expressed about the poor condition of the road and footpaths to Winchester Way – secretary to write to highways dept.
Meeting Closed 9.40pm.

Next Meeting: Gresford Memorial Hall, 6th April. 2009 at 7.30pm.
osting Company and for the purchase of the Domain Name. Ho

Hugh C. Sharp

Secretary.

E-mail contact: info@imagegroup.org.uk
Gresford and Marford’s Agenda 21 Neighbourhood Group (IMAGE) is part of the Wrexham Agenda 21 initiative. The aim is to help local communities to improve their quality of life.

