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C/o Gresford Post Office, 23 Chester Road, Gresford, Wrexham LL12 8NB
Contacts: (01978) 855144: (01978) 853510. Website: www.imagegroup.org.uk.

MEETING NOTES – 9 February 2009
Present: Hugh Sharp, Andrew Bailey, Mrs. F. Massey, Piers Warburton, Dot Dixon, 
Val Shields, Vera Rees-Jones, Haydn Jones, Emlyn Jones, Gwyneth Jones.

John Troth, Lloyd Roberts
Apologies: Beryl Blackmore, Denise Nicholls, Marian Williams and Mair Evans.
GROUNDWORK SURVEY:
Helen Prince and Jeannie Sherwood presented members with a series of concept sketches and ideas for improvements to the visual and practical amenities to the main shopping area of Gresford. These concepts arose from initial discussions with various members of the community and consultations with Highways and were concentrated on the area from the Spar to the Plough. 
Following this presentation further consultations are to take place with the shop proprietors and there is to be a Public Consultation at the Memorial Hall on Sat. 14th Feb. Groundwork will make a presentation based on their findings to the Community Council at the meeting on March 5th.

There was healthy debate about the parking and traffic problems in and around the village and some question was raised as to whether the shops were outgrowing the available space in the village centre. Much was made of the safety issues of cars wishing to park at the shops having to drive over the footpath.
The consensus of the meeting seemed to be a requirement to re-route the footpath to the front of the shops, thus allowing the creation of a suitable parking lay-by which would be deep enough to allow nose on parking (possibly on an angle to facilitate exit). Delivery vehicles should be discouraged from unloading at the front of the shops. This all to be incorporated with a parking ticket scheme at the Plough car-park in which the shops would take part by agreeing to make refunds based on purchases at the shops.
Also included were plans to brighten up the area generally with and the inclusion of planters/raised beds, for which maintenance will need to be planned and for dedicated bicycle parking.
Tidy Towns: Quotations have been obtained for oak planters. Chair, Secretary and Councillor Blackmore are to meet with Streetscene in order to come up with a suitable project for planting to the grassed verge opposite the Spar and towards Marford.

Note: Following this meeting a combination of oak planters and trees is favoured and is being costed for presentation to the Community Council in order to obtain the Grant money on offer.
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April Meeting: Owing to the clash with Easter, date to be changed to 6th April 2009.
Sheaves: A small group of members met up in attempt to kick-start this project. Sources of possible grants are being investigated as is the possibility of obtaining concept sketches to discuss with the Planners prior to obtaining quotations for the work. Grants cannot actually be applied for until costs are established. Three quotes for the work will be required. 
MYPAG: Legal saga continues. Difficulties are being experienced with Land Registration. Physical maps required. Whole process could take another couple of months or so which could impinge on one source of Grant money. This might have to be re-applied for.

Planning: The Bodwyn Park application is to be the subject of a site visit by Council Planning Committee. Objections from IMAGE and the Community Council have been noted.

An outline application has been lodged for the former Antique shop. It was hoped that this will rapidly lead to a re-vamping of this perpetual eyesore in the heart of the village.
CAT Visit: Visit has been set for Saturday March 14th. Other environmental groups have also been invited so places are limited.
Calendars: Total of 611 sold yielding a profit of £1888.26 to be equally split between All Saints Church and IMAGE. Conclusion was that, despite having over 100 calendars unsold, 750 does seem to be the optimum number to maximise profit. Ideas sought for next years calendar theme to March meeting, please. Secretary to write to Post Office, Lesley Murley and Newsagent expressing thanks for their help.
Christmas Decorations: Community Council have agreed to allocate a sum (to be agreed) for this year. Streetscene anxious to assist again.
Energy Monitoring Devices: A limited number of these devices are to be made available by Wrexham Sustainability Forum. Piers Warburton is to organise a workshop.

President Obama: Secretary has been asked to write to the President expressing the hope that more than lip service will be paid by the new administration to environmental issues.

Correspondence: Nothing to report other than items already covered above.
Biomass Boilers: Suggestions have been made to investigate setting up a project to service some of the community buildings with a biomass boiler, possibly partially fuelled by timber from Maes-y-Pant Quarry, once the purchase of the quarry has been finalised.
Meeting Closed 9.30pm.

Next Meeting: Gresford Memorial Hall, 9th March. 2009 at 7.30pm.
osting Company and for the purchase of the Domain Name. Ho

Hugh C. Sharp

Secretary.

E’mail contact: info@imagegroup.org.uk
Gresford and Marford’s Agenda 21 Neighbourhood Group (IMAGE) is part of the Wrexham Agenda 21 initiative. The aim is to help local communities to improve their quality of life.

