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C/o Gresford Post Office, 23 Chester Road, Gresford, Wrexham LL12 8NB
Contacts: (01978) 855144: (01978) 853510. Website: www.imagegroup.org.uk.

MEETING NOTES – 6 April 2009
Present: Andrew Bailey, Hugh Sharp, Val Shields, John Troth, Marian Williams, 

Mair Evans,  Alan Roberts, Piers Warburton, Peter Strong, Vera Rees-Jones, 

Simon Ward, Haydn Jones, Jenny Dutton, Emlyn Jones
Apologies: Beryl Blackmore,  Dot Dixon.
Minutes of Last meeting were accepted.
Notices: Members were advised of the sad death of Martin Ducey. Commiserations were extended to Martin’s family.

Members were advised that the WCBC free compost event would be restricted to one event this year – May the 9th at Ty Mawr Country Park. 

Groundwork Report: The survey and report for improvements to the village centre has been an extremely difficult exercise. Plans concentrated on the area from the Plough to the Spar, but it proved extremely difficult to get any form of consensus as to a way forward owing to Highways constraints and the fact that the frontage to the shops is in so many different ownerships.  The Community Council have decided that at the present there is little more that can be done by the Community Council and have requested that IMAGE consider establishing a Focus Group to meet with the shop owners and other interested parties and see what, if any, consensus can be reached as a way to improve the visual amenity to this area. IMAGE would be in a better position to obtain grant funding for suitable projects and would retain the backing of the Community Council. Groundwork will be happy to assist in establishing such a focus group. Members agreed to ask Groundwork to do this as the next step.
CAT Visit: Those members that attended reported a most enjoyable and informative day out. Thanks were expressed to Piers Warburton for organising this visit. Piers advised members that he will shortly be leaving his position with the Wrexham Sustainability Forum. Members expressed regret at losing him  but thanked him again for all his hard work and input to IMAGE and wished him well with his future position. 

Tidy Towns Grant Update. A sub-committee was set up to organise the planting of the tubs for Chester Road. Meeting to take place on Monday 20th April. Enquiries were to be set in motion to establish the viability of planting trees to this area. Street scene and utility companies are to be consulted. Hanging baskets will again be supplied on the same basis as last year and entry forms for the Gardening Competition will be distributed shortly after Easter.
Gresford Sheaves update: No significant progress. Chairman is to meet with Councillor Blackmore and take the matter forward as a general proposal to the planners – with or without concept sketches.
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Mypag: No change since last meeting. Secretary advised of correspondence with Joshua Park, a young biking enthusiast who is involved with bikers using the quarry. Joshua has been invited to address the May meeting.
Since the meeting it is understood that matters are now progressing and a conclusion is hoped for in the very near future.

Energy Monitoring Devices: Two of these devices, which enable the user to assess the energy being consumed by items being left on standby and the like have now been made available on long term loan to the Group. No wiring is necessary. The devices are simply clipped to the incoming service cables. Monitoring is suggested to take the form of running everything as normal within the house for one week and then for a second week making sure that any devices normally left on standby but which could be safely switched off (TV, Video, etc) are switched off when not in use. The comparison of the two readings will give an indication of the energy being wasted and potential cost savings. The exercise could also include the comparison of installing low energy light bulbs.

Christmas Decorations 2009: The Community Council has agreed a budget of £500 be made available to IMAGE for this purpose.

CSV Action Earth Grants: These grants of £50 are once again available for small environmental projects. Secretary is yet to apply for a grant for a planting scheme yet to be agreed.

Railtrack Fencing: No replies have yet been received to letters of complaint. Alan Roberts agreed to contact Mr. Ensor to establish if he is going to do us the courtesy of responding.
Calendars 2010: It has been agreed to proceed with a joint Gresford, North Wales and Gresford Australia calendar this year. Photos of Gresford Australia are urgently requested. 
Cross Tree Planting: It was agreed to keep a watching brief for the present to see if the gas leaks have been cured and whether the plants and tree recover.

All Saints School ‘Outdoor Classroom’: Chair has offered assistance with this project.

Funding Newsletter: Secretary advised members of this newsletter which gives monthly updates of grant funding available.
Planning Matters: No new contentious issues were brought to members’ attention. 
AOB: Concerns were raised about the condition of the approach to the Cemetery. Chair agreed to raise the matter at the next sub-committee meeting. Concerns again expressed about dog fouling on Pant Lane. People wishing to report this and other issues such as fly-tipping, litter etc. should contact the Wrexham CBC helpline: 298989
Meeting Closed 9.15pm.

Next Meeting: Gresford Memorial Hall, 11th May 2009 at 7.30pm. this will include a brief AGM.
osting Company and for the purchase of the Domain Name. Ho

Hugh C. Sharp

Secretary.

E-mail contact: info@imagegroup.org.uk
Gresford and Marford’s Agenda 21 Neighbourhood Group (IMAGE) is part of the Wrexham Agenda 21 initiative. The aim is to help local communities to improve their quality of life.

