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C/o Gresford Post Office, 23 Chester Road, Gresford, Wrexham LL12 8NB
Contacts: (01978) 855144: (01978) 853510. Website: www.imagegroup.org.uk.

MEETING NOTES – 10 March 2008
Present: Andrew Bailey, Hugh Sharp, Val Shields, Emlyn Jones, Robin Thomas, Mair Evans, Haydn Jones, Vera Rees-Jones, Hilton Roberts
Apologies:  Simon Ward, Gwyneth Jones, Dot Dixon, Peter Thomas, Jenny Dutton, Marian Williams, Lloyd Roberts
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: Minutes were accepted.
Matters Arising: 

Wrexham in Bloom:
Chair reported back on progress to date. Sub committee members, accompanied by Andrea Evans visited local shops to a positive response in general. IMAGE agreed to underwrite one large planter, but attempts would be made to obtain sponsors to share the cost. Hanging baskets were discussed, and it was resolved that the local schools would be approached with a view to their gardening clubs undertaking the planting up of baskets with IMAGE providing the materials. Wrexham in Bloom website pages are now live for members interested n following progress: 

www.wrexham.gov.uk/english/env_services/inbloom.

Trees:
Following the reports at the last meeting concerning the felling of trees adjacent to the Old Wrexham Road, the landowner has been in touch to confirm that any work to trees on their land is undertaken following advice from the WCBC and on this occasion both they and the contractor consulted with the arboriculturist. The tree in question was in a dangerous condition and not protected by a TPO. The landowners also confirmed that they have a policy of planting young tress where possible, including British Walnuts, Black Poplars and Oaks to name but a few. Members expressed their gratitude to the landowners for their full and open response and applauded their re-planting policy.
Secretary expressed disappointment at the lack of feedback from members concerning the Wrexham Draft Council Owned Tree Strategy – details of which were circulated to members on the IMAGE electronic data base and also posted on the IMAGE website.

Vicarage Lane blind spot.

No response yet from Highways – Chair to follow up.
Safe Routes to School:

At the time of the meeting, news was still awaitied as to funding. However, good news just in is that under the Transport Grant Settlements, All Saints Primary School, Gresford hove been allocated £60,000. More details on the Website and at our next meeting.
Cont:
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Calendars:
Final results of the project show total sales of 605 calendars yielding a joint profit equally shared between All Saints Church and IMAGE of approximately £1340.00
Formal thanks to all concerned, especially Emlyn Jones, Val Shield, Hilton Roberts and Lesley Murley

Emlyn Jones then gave a slide show of aerial photos he has taken of Gresford and Marford, and it is hoped to use these as the theme for the 2009 calendar. Emlyn is to obtain quotes and organise a sub-committee to select suitable photos in time to report back to the next meeting.
Mypag: 
Funds are now in place and it is hoped that the purchase will be completed during March

Gresford Sheaves:
More details on the website.  Following Jenny Duttons presentation to the group at the WIB meeting on Feb 11t,. it was resolved that IMAGE would express an interest in fronting a group to organise the transfer of the Sheaves to the community of Gresford.
Chair to investigate true costs and report back to next meeting in order that the secretary can respond to the Community Council before the deadline of the end of May.

Correspondence:
Advice received that clearance work has commenced in preparation for the ski-slope development. Some members expressed regret at the loss of wild life habitat.

Comments received about the change in planning laws regarding the paving of front gardens – a good topic for a future meeting is a suitable speaker can be obtained.

Further complaints were received about excessive signage around the lake.

Planning: Concerns expressed about the proposed development at Clapper Gardens, Clappers Lane. It was resolved that the secretary should write expressing the wish of the group that the height of the new dwellings should not exceed that of the surrounding bungalows.
A.O.B 
Footpath signs not yet in place for diverted footpath – Borras – Chair to take up with Highways.
Concerns expressed over lack of re-cycling facilities for plastic bags.

Complaints of parking of grass verge opposite the SPAR damaging the grass.
Meeting Closed 9.30pm.
Next scheduled meeting:
Monday 19th May 2008. – Gresford Memorial Hall. 7.30pm.
This is the AGM – Volunteers/nominations for officers and committee please.
Hugh C. Sharp

Secretary.

E’mail contact: hugh.sharp@virgin.net.
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Gresford and Marford’s Agenda 21 Neighbourhood Group (IMAGE) is part of the Wrexham Agenda 21 initiative. The aim is to help local communities to improve their quality of life.

